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The probability of an attempt of the enemy to wrest West Point from us; the arrival of Sir Henry Clinton, from Charlestown, with a part of his army, and some good intelligence of his designs, render it highly necessary that every thing in every department at West Point, should be placed in the best state possible. I am certain you will omit nothing in the ordnance department"*
Sir Henry Clinton had landed and advanced a great force from Elizabethtown, to attack General Greene, on the 23d June, at Springfield. The artillery stationed to defend the passage of the Rahway, was very smartly engaged with that of the enemy,f and Col Lamb, who valued the reputation of his corps, almost as highly as his own, was much gratified to learn, that one of his companies was very efficient on that occasion; but: the reputation that the regiment acquired by this display of gallantry, was purchased by this death of Capt-Lieut Thompson, and several valuable, men.
la Gen. Knox's letter of the 22d, mention is made of Maj. Bauman, and some allusion to certain characteristic peculiarities. Of these, Col. Lamb had a foretaste, on his arrival at Ffchkill. As his commanding officer (for Bauman was the major of his regiment,) he wrote him. as follows:
FISHKILL, 22d June, 1780.   ;
Dear Major:
As the carriage of the twelve pounder which is in the redoubt at Stoney Point, is a bad one, and the piece itself in not very good; I wish if there is a good piece of that calibre, that can possibly be spared, you would send it to that post without delay; as they have a gin there to remount it. I likewise wish, that a number of the damaged royals, be sent there at the time, as they will answer the purpose of hand grenades, should the enemy attempt the redoubts, at Verplarick's and Stoney Point, by assault. In passing through the Continental village, I have observed a number of shells, which I have directed Major Campbell to have collected, and sent to your post          I am with Esteem, Yours, &c.,
Major BAUMAN.                                         JOHN LAMB.J
* Lamb papers, N. T. H. S.   T Marshall.   I Lamb papers, N, Y. H. 8*